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During the evening of Iune 11,1864,
the first day of the cavalry battle at
Trevilian Station in Virginia, Sgt.
Maj. James O. Sheppard became
convinced that he would be killed
the next day. He sought out a friend
and made him promise to make sure
that his horse was returned to his
father in South Carolina. Just as he
had anticipated, Sheppard was killed
on June 12.

Sheppard was one of the thirty-
SL'C Citadel cadets who left that insti-
tution in June 1862 and, the next
month, organized as the ieth
Battalion, South Carolina Partisan
Rangers. Twenty years old at the
time, Sheppard had studied for two
and one-half years before deciding to
join the army along with his class-
mates. In the fall of 1862 other
companies were added to create the
6th South Carolina Cavalry.

Sheppard was promoted from
corporal to sergeant major during
early 1863while hiscompany was
still in South Carolina, where it
fought with Federal gunboats and
troops along the coast, but his appli-
cation for a commission as lieu-
tenant, which.johnson Hagood
endorsed, was ignored. In the
summer of 1864 the regiment was
sent to Virginia, where the mem~ers

<of the Cadet Company, in which
Sheppard served,parti:ipat~d in
many of the major cavalry engage-
ments of that theater, including the
battle in which their sergeant major
lost his life. Photo courtesy of
u.S.A.M.H.I.
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